Acquired brain injury

Injury time
The effects of childhood brain trauma may not be apparent for many
years, but they can be severe and life-long, says Louise Wilkinson
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Brain development happens over a
long period of time and a person’s brain
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An acquired brain injury can lead to a
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• memory problems – children and

acquiring their brain injury, during which

their main rehabilitation. However,
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trouble for the first time because
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s/he is missing deadlines or

their behaviour and character following
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getting tasks wrong. For the child

an ABI, but these differences may be so

of

who has never been in trouble
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professionals working with children

at school before, this can, in
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and young people, to help raise

turn, lead to greater behavioural

Many children in school today could

difficulties, sometimes resulting

have acquired a brain injury in their early
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childhood that has been forgotten or

It is important to remember that the

undetected; these children may present

child may have some or all of these

as disobedient, disaffected and lazy

difficulties to differing levels of

pupils who “must try harder”, but the

severity; there is no check list for a

truth is that they are trying their best and

child with an ABI and the individual’s

need appropriate support to reach their

symptoms can manifest as a mixture

full potential.

of many different difficulties that are
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Further information
Louise Wilkinson is from the Child
Brain Injury Trust, a charity which
provides support, information and
training on the effects of traumatic
injury on the developing brain to
families and professionals:
www.childbraininjurytrust.org.uk

www.senmagazine.co.uk

